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Climate Justice

Anglicare Australia believes that we must act now on climate change. Already,
we are seeing that Australia is becoming more susceptible to natural disasters
and extreme weather events with increasingly tragic consequences. The
community sector must be a key part of this response, assisting those who are
the least able to cope to move or recover from extreme weather events.

This climate crisis has been unfolding for years. Scientists, community groups,
and locals have been warning that we face serious risks from climate change
and extreme weather. Time is running out to act. We must do everything we
can to stop further warming — and we must respond to the warming that’s
already happening.

It is vitally important to recognise that those with the least bear the greatest
bruit of the effects of climate change and that environmental degradation and
inequality are inextricably linked.

Our Experience

Anglicare Australia Network members are daily helping
people with the reality of our overheating world.

Our emergency relief services help people with the
everyday stress of high power bills. These costs are
worsened by poor housing that is expensive to heat
and cool. Some parts of our Network help to provide
affordable, energy efficient housing for people on low
income. Others are policy and research experts on
energy poverty and fair responses to climate change.

Key Issues

Anglicare Australia recognises the overwhelming
evidence that climate change is happening. We also
recognise the need for urgent action to prevent
catastrophic damage to life as we know it. We know
that people on low incomes have the least ability to
cope, move way from, or recover from extreme weather
events and natural disasters being exacerbated by
climate change.

Australia has been coping with ever more extreme

For some of our members, they partner with state and
territory governments to enact emergency action plans
or deliver disaster recovery services by helping people
rebuild their lives after extreme weather and natural
disasters. These services provide targeted support to
people affected by disasters by offering food, housing,
practical assistance, information, referrals to other
services, and mental health support.
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weather events with each passing year. These events
leave people without shelter, food, water, and everyday
basics. Some of the worst-hit communities are small,
and hard-hit by changes. The losses in regional areas
are felt by everyone. Everybody knows someone who
has lost their home, their livelihood or livestock, who
barely escaped with their life.




In each community, these losses cause grief. As a
network led by locals we know that we lose a piece of
Australia’s history with each fire, flood, and hurricane.
We also know that recovery takes much longer than
many realise. The impacts of trauma, mental ill-
health and financial hardship can continue for years.
For example, family violence rates were affected for
several years following New Zealand’s Christchurch
earthquakes.

The impacts of natural disasters and extreme weather
extend beyond the direct effects. Many struggle to
afford food when prices are affected by extreme
weather and disasters. Many cannot afford to stay cool
or warm during extreme weather, and this can have
severe health impacts. Others have lost affordable
housing which has too often not been replaced by
governments after disaster events.

But there is hope. Responding to climate change offers
an opportunity to make our communities fairer and
more resilient. For example, renewable energy can
make electricity more affordable and reliable for people
on low incomes. Actions such as overhauling housing
stock to promote energy efficiency and comfort is an
opportunity to provide everyone with a good home.

The community sector is often overlooked in climate
policy. In the aftermath of extreme weather events,
governments often turn to the business community.
Yet to be fully prepared, the government must work
more closely with the community sector. More and
more, we will be called upon to help people cope with
disasters. We cannot be ignored in efforts to tackle
climate change and extreme weather. Our sector must
be resourced to support communities through these
extreme weather events as they increase in number,
length and intensity. This must include Aboriginal
community organisations, who have often been left out
of crisis planning and responses.

Most importantly, the people most affected by climate
change have to be part of the conversation. Some are
especially vulnerable - rural and remote communities,
older people, and those who can't afford to rebuild
their lives after crisis.
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We have a chance to make their communities fairer
by rebuilding new affordable homes, switching to
renewable energy, and improving local infrastructure
to prevent the worst impacts of climate change - and
recover from the impacts that are already happening.

Recommended Actions
Anglicare Australia calls for:

B Urgent action to radically reduce Australia’s
carbon emissions

B An overhaul of essential infrastructure to ensure
that it can respond to the climate change impacts
we can no longer prevent. Our system must also
support Australians on low incomes or subject to
other forms of vulnerability who require additional
assistance to respond, adapt and recover from the
impacts of climate change.

B Support for communities and industries that
will need to make a just transition because of the
impacts of climate change

B Support for the community sector to adapt and
respond to climate change impacts — and to support
the community with adaptation and response. Many
of these actions, such as switching to renewable
energy, providing energy efficient housing, and
improving public transport offer an opportunity to
create a fairer community

B Federal Government investment to create a
stockpile of demountable housing to ensure
temporary housing options are available for those
impacted by disasters.




