Position Statement
Climate Change
Anglicare Australia believes that we must act now on climate change. We
must respond in a way that promotes fairer and more resilient communities,
and supports and protects those most vulnerable to extreme changes in our
environment.
Our Experience
Anglicare Australia Network members are daily helping
people with the reality of our overheating world.
Our emergency relief services help people with the
everyday stress of high power bills. These costs are
worsened by poor housing that is expensive to heat
and cool. Some parts of our Network help to provide
affordable, energy efficient housing for people on low
income. Others are policy and research experts on
energy poverty and fair responses to climate change.
Many of our members are partners in state and territory
emergency action plans, or respond by helping people
rebuild their lives after extreme weather and natural
disasters.

Key Issues

Anglicare Australia recognises the overwhelming
evidence that climate change is happening. We also
recognise the need for urgent action to prevent
catastrophic damage to life as we know it.
We know that people on low incomes have the least
ability to cope, move way from, or recover from
extreme weather events and natural disasters being
exacerbated by climate change. Some struggle to
afford food when prices are affected by extreme
weather and disasters. Many cannot afford to stay cool
or warm during extreme weather, and this can have
severe health impacts. Others have lost affordable
housing which has too often not been replaced by
governments after disaster events.

Some members of our community, such as people with
a disability, and the elderly, can also be particularly
vulnerable during extreme weather events as they
require additional assistance to react and recover.
Geography also plays a part in deciding who is most
vulnerable: rural Australians needs special attention in
order to cope with and adapt to prolonged droughts
and more frequent flooding.
But there is hope. Responding to climate change offers
an opportunity to make our communities fairer and
more resilient. For example, renewable energy can
make electricity more affordable and reliable for people
on low incomes. Actions such as overhauling housing
stock to promote energy efficiency and comfort is an
opportunity to provide everyone with a good home.
The community sector is often overlooked in climate
policy. Yet as services on the frontline, we help
communities facing extreme events and provide vital
support for the most vulnerable. Our sector must be
properly equipped to help communities respond to
climate change – and recover from the impacts that are
already happening.

Recommended Actions
Anglicare Australia calls for:

■ Urgent action to radically reduce Australia’s
carbon emissions
■ An overhaul of essential infrastructure to ensure
that it can respond to the climate change impacts
we can no longer prevent. Our system must also
support Australians on low incomes or subject to
other forms of vulnerability who require additional
assistance to respond, adapt and recover from the
impacts of climate change.
■ Support for communities and industries that
will need to make a just transition because of the
impacts of climate change
■ Support for the community sector to adapt and
respond to climate change impacts – and to support
the community with adaptation and response.
Many of these actions, such as switching to renewable
energy, providing energy efficient housing, and
improving public transport offer an opportunity to
create a fairer community.

