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The Toll

173 Fatalities

414 people injured

4500 km2 450,000 ha (1,100,000 acres) burnt
7,562 people displaced

Over 3,500 structures destroyed including 2,029 houses
Over 11,000 livestock killed or injured

950 local parks, 70 national parks and reserves, and over 600 cultural sites and
historic places were destroyed

The amount of energy released during the firestorm in the Kinglake -Marysville area
was equivalent to the amount of energy released by 1,500 Hiroshima -sized atomic
bombs
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Summary of Fires - South Glppﬁ.land Victoria: January/February 2009
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The Gippsland Fires

Area Area (ha) Fatalites  Buildings destroyed Ignition source Fire name/origin
West Gippsland 32,860+ 11 247 houses Arson Churchill -Jeeralang fire
Bunyip State Park 24,500 0 24 houses, several other buildings Arson/lightning suspected Bunyip State Park fire

Fire started in the Bunyip State Park on 4 February. By 6 February, the fire
had burned out 24,500 hectares destroying approximately a dozen houses

at.

The West Gippsland bushfires began in a pine plantation on the afternoon

of 7 February. Within 30 minutes it had spread to the south -east,

threatening Hazelwood South, Jeeralang, and Budgeree East; by late

afternoon the fire was approaching Yarram and Woodside. South -westerly
winds brought by a cool change pushed the fire north -east through
Callignee, destroying 57 of its 61 homes, Koornalla and Traralgon South,

and towards Gormandale and Willung South on the Hyland Highway.
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The Beechworth Fires

Area Area (ha) Fatalities Buildings destroyed Ignition source Fire name/origin

Beechworth 30,000+ 2 29 houses Unknown Mudgegonga fire

In Beechworth, a fire burnt over 300  km2 30,000 ha (74,000 acres) and
threatened the towns of Yackadandah, Stanley, Bruarong,
Dederang, Kancoona, Kancoona South, Coralbank, Glen Creek

and Running Creek.
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