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Social Services

o Child Protection

o Employment Support

o Refugee & Migrant Services

o Disability Services 

o Homeless Services/Emergency 

Accommodation

o Counseling Services

o HIV/AIDS Case ManagementCommunity 
o Nursing

o Allied Health

o Packaged Care - CACP/EACH/EACHD

o Home care services - HACC/VHC

o Exercise/Health Promotion/Chronic Conditions Self 

Management Programs

Residential 
o Residential Aged Care Facilities

o Retirement Villages

http://www.clker.com/clipart-2104.html
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Dementia in Australia

2008

Total: 227,300

2005 - 0.9%

2050 - 2.7%

2005 - 0.3%

2050 - 0.9%

2005 - 0.2%

2050 - 1.8%

2005 - 0.9%

2050 - 2.7%

2050

Total: 731,000

Increase of 327%

2050 - 0.7%

2050 - 2.4%

2005 ï1.5%

2050 ï2.7%

2005 ï1.13%

2050 ï3.7%

2005 - 1%

2050 - 2.8%

Ref: Access Economics (2005), Dementia Estimates 

& Projections: Australian States & Territories



SPIRITUS The Anglican Church caring

Estimated dementia prevalence 

rates in Australia 2009

Source: Alzheimer's Australia (2009)Keeping dementia front of mind: incidence and prevalence 2009-2050
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Stages of Dementia
MILD MODERATE SEVERE END STAGE

I

N

D

E

P

E

N

D

E

N

C

E

TIME

2 to 4 years

Memory loss for 

recent events (STM)

Poor judgement and 

decision-making

Difficulty with 

financial 

management

& handling money

Disorientated to time 

and place

Language difficulties

Decline in 

Concentration

Personality changes

Mood changes

2 to 10 years

STM deteriorates & 

LTM becomes affected

Disorientation to time 

and place

Socially Inappropriate

Speech difficulties

Appear apathetic

Hallucinations and 

delusions

1 to 2 years 6 to 12 months

STM & LTM 

severely affected

Disorientation to 

time and place

Speech severely 

affected

Mood Disturbance

Hallucinations and 

delusions

Diurnal rhythm 

disturbed

Weight loss occurs

Incontinence

Gait Disturbance

Loss of 

psychomotor skills

Verbal abilities are 

lost.

Extreme Confusion

Total Incontinence

Marked weight loss

Susceptible to 

infections and

dehydration
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Shared Care

Involves the modification, delivery and evaluation of an 

innovative early intervention support model for people with 

early stage dementia and their caregivers, the Early 

Diagnosis Dyadic Intervention (EDDI)

The project is being conducted in two stages. Stage 1

commenced in December 2008 and will conclude in 

September 2009. Stage 2, the main project, will be 

commencing in October 2009 with a projected end date of 

2011
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Pilot Study & Main Study 

Locations

Sunshine Coast

MAIN STUDY 

REGIONS

Brisbane North

Brisbane South

Gold Coast

Moreton Bay Region

PILOT STUDY 

REGION

= Spiritus Service Site
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The Early Diagnosis 

Dyadic Intervention Model

Modifications  

Locating the intervention within a community service organisation 

Using community service delivery staff to provide the intervention 

Structure

The intervention consists of seven sessions delivered in the home

The sessions are provided at no cost to participants.

Goals

Encourage the person with dementia to talk through preferences for 

care at a time when they can still do so

Empower the caregiver to make choices for the person with 

dementia they care for at a point in the disease at which the care 

recipient cannot do so for them self
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Major Activities & 

Accomplishments to date
Project Advisory Group established

Data collection resources reviewed and modified

Promotional and recruitment resources developed

Intervention protocol and treatment manuals revised

Training module developed  & Intervention Facilitator staff 

recruited and trained in the EDDI program protocol

Research Assistants recruited and trained in baseline and 

time 2 data collection interview protocols & study outcome 

measures

Pilot Site recruitment sources identified, recruitment networks 

established & participant dyads recruited

Pilot Site intervention commenced
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Assembling the Shared 

Care Project Advisory 

Group 
Members from:

Aged Care Queensland

Alzheimer's Australia

Queensland Health

Spiritus

Griffith University

Consumer Representative 
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Revised EDDI protocol & 

manuals


