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(Social Policy Information
Ministerial Reshuffle

The Prime Minister announced changes to his Ministry effective from 27 January. Indigenous Affairs has moved from the Department of Immigration & Multicultural Affairs to FACS, which is now known as the Department of Family, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FACSIA) while DIMIA becomes DIMA. The new minister for FACSIA is the Hon Mal Brough from Caboolture, Qld who is also the Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Indigenous Affairs. The new Minister for Ageing, replacing Julie Bishop is Senator Santo Santoro from Queensland.  Ms Bishop is now the Minister Assisting the Prime Minster for Women’s Issues. See www.aph.gov.au for more details or visit the ‘Members Lounge’ at Anglicare OnLine for info on ministerial portfolios (more on that in ‘Network News’ below).
Changes to the Child Support Scheme

In response to a 2005 ministerial taskforce chaired by Professor Patrick Parkinson and the subsequent report In the best interests of children, the Government has announced a number of changes to the child support scheme.  The major changes include: equal weight being given to the incomes of both parents; non-residential parents receiving a discount on support payments if they look after their child for at least one night per week; the minimum child-support payment will increase from $5 to $6 per week and will be indexed annually to keep up with inflation; and there will be greater penalties for non compliance. Currently only 50% of child-support payments are made in full and on time. Changes will begin later this year with the most significant changes taking effect from July 2008. More information about these changes can be found at http://www.csa.gov.au/bbcsa/scheme_reform.php.

Homelessness

Despite common perceptions of who is homeless in Australia, the largest single group is children who form part of homeless families. The findings of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare report, ‘Demand for SAAP Accommodation 2003-04’ were released on the eve of the 4th National Homelessness Conference (hosted by the Australian Federation of Homeless Organisations this week). According to the report, last year SAAP housing services accommodated almost 60,000 children who turned up on the door with their parents, the majority of whom were mothers escaping domestic violence. Domestic violence remains a serious social problem in Australia.   To find out more, go to www.aihw.gov.au for the report and www.afho.org.au for an update on the Homelessness Conference.   
( Funding Opportunities

Dementia Community Grants Program

Through the Department of Health and Ageing these grants will fund local projects to improve community awareness about dementia, encourage prevention, risk education and innovation and improve services for people with dementia, their families and carers.  Community Support Grants up to $30,000 and Service Development Grants up to $150,000 are available.  Grant application kits, including guidelines and application forms are available at www.health.gov.au/tenders. Applications close at 5pm on Friday 10 March.

Community Partners Program

Also through the Department of Health and Ageing, grants are available to assist older people from culturally and linguistically diverse communities to gain access to aged care services. These grants close this Friday 3 March so you would need to be quick if you have not already applied. More information is available at the following link.

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/wcms/publishing.nsf/Content/ageing-cpp-index.htm
( Conferences

Our work…..our lives: National Conference on women and industrial relations. Presented by the Queensland Working Women’s Service & Griffith University, this conference has national focus and is designed to appeal to policy-makers, business people, unionists, HR and IR practitioners, activists on women’s issues, academics and anyone interested in gender and work.  The conference is being held in Queensland on 12 – 14 July 2006. More information is available at the following website.http://www.qwws.org.au/OWOL.html
1st National Community Care Conference: Hosted by Aged and Community Services Australia and to be held from 3 – 5 May at the Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre, Darling Harbour.  Go to www.agedcare.org.au for details.

Ageing, Disability & Spirituality: Addressing the challenge of disability in later life: Hosted by the Centre for Ageing and Pastoral Studies and to be held in Canberra 26 – 29 September (note: some overlap with our national Anglicare Conference).

See http://www.centreforageing.org.au for details.
Anglicare National Conference: Being held in Canberra on 24 – 26 September.  More information coming out soon – meanwhile, mark the dates in your diaries.

(News from the Network

What’s New on the Anglicare Australia Website? Who to talk to in the Commonwealth Government? 

A one-page quick reference to Commonwealth Government Departments including relevant ministers, departmental secretaries and portfolios of interest to the work of Anglicare Australia member agencies is now available in the quick launch section of the Members Lounge on Anglicare Online – click on http://svc004.bne002sp.server-sharepoint.com/MembersLounge/ and take a look.

(You need a username and password to access the member’s only lounge, available from Marg by email at marg.christensen@anglicare.asn.au)

Don’t forget to have a look at the discussion boards on Welfare-to-Work and WorkChoices while you are there. If there are other topics of interest, all staff are welcome to start up a new discussion at any time. For instructions on how to do this contact Anglicare Australia office on 02 62301775. 

A comprehensive Links page is now available on the homepage of the Anglicare Australia website http://www.anglicare.asn.au/.  The page includes links to community organisations, State and Federal Parliaments, political parties, research centres, social action sites and many others. For further information or suggestions for additional links contact Marg Christensen at the email address above. 

Anglicare Australia CEOs’ Forum: ‘Rediscovering the Essence of Anglicare Australia’ is the theme for this year’s CEO’s Forum, to be held in Brisbane on 3 – 4 April.  Invited guests include the Primate of the Anglican Church, Archbishop Phillip Aspinall; the Federal Minister for Ageing, Senator Santo Santoro; and the Minister for Family and Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, the Hon. Mal Brough.
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