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· Christmas Message  
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( Sharing with you the Christmas message of peace, love and hope
Christmas greetings to all of you from the team at the Anglicare Australia national office.  It’s been a rather full-on year, with a huge amount of network activity at all levels, from big-picture social justice and advocacy to more localised ‘hands on’ joint projects.  On behalf of the team, THANK YOU to the staff and volunteers of member agencies who have contributed to the rich mosaic that is the Anglicare Australia network.  Our best wishes are with you all as 2005 draws to a close, and we look forward to working together over the coming year with revitalised energy and renewed hope for making a difference in the lives of the people to whom our work is committed.  Sue, Marg, Grace and Jenny
( Angels Are Among Us – 2005 Christmas Appeal
The 2005 Christmas Appeal is upon us again and Anglicare member agency staff and volunteers across Australia have been working around the clock in November and December to ensure that vital funds are raised to continue to be able to provide essential services.  The co-operation of member agencies in each Diocese has been wonderful, with regular teleconferences ensuring that every opportunity is maximised in reaching our goals.

BiLo supermarkets and Bunnings Warehouse very generously agreed to support Anglicare’s Christmas Appeal again in 2005 by prominently displaying and selling angel merchandise on Anglicare’s behalf throughout their retail networks. Bunnings also hosted a national “Angel Weekend” on December 10 and 11 when Anglicare volunteers sold angel merchandise at the store entrances. 

Public relations activities have been held around the country, with a significant numbers of articles published in local newspapers. The articles not only cover the Appeal, but the work of local Anglicare services in the region, thus improving the profile of Anglicare and local issues. 

Each Anglicare agency has held a public launch of the Appeal, with creative forces working in overdrive. Angels have been in attendance at events as diverse as Bi-Lo’s turkey carve-off, which launched the cause related campaign and sees 30 cents from each Turkey sold by Bi-Lo donated to Anglicare services.   

Many thanks to a particular group of angels – the marketing managers network, coordinated by lead agency Anglicare Victoria under the leadership of John Blewonski and his energetic team.

( State of the Family
The theme for the 2006 State of the Family is Emergency Relief. Anglicare Australia is seeking expressions of interest from suitable writers from within the Anglicare Australia network agencies interested in assisting in the task of drawing together the relevant information and contributing to the writing of SOTF 2006.  Please contact Sue Leppert or Grace Concannon on 02 6230 1775 for more details. To register an expression of interest please contact Grace Concannon by email at grace.concannon@anglicare.asn.au by 23 December 2005.

( Aged Care Network

The Aged Care network has been working together in a number of areas: 

· Development of a coordinated response to the Minister for Ageing on the new funding model for residential aged care and the trial of the Aged Care Funding Instrument (ACFI);
· Participation in the National Aged Care Alliance and Community Care Coalition – ask Sue Leppert (sue.leppert@anglicare.asn.au) for details;

· Planning for more intensive utilisation of Anglicare Online in 2006, to enable effective sharing of information, experience and expertise, as well as making the most of this on-line tool for joint project activity.  Ask Sue Leppert or Sandra Hills (shills@bsl.org.au) for details.

( BSL Child Poverty Conference

The Brotherhood of St Laurence hosted an inspiring conference on ending child poverty in Australia on 7 December.  Keynote speaker Kate Green shared the successes and failures of the Child Poverty Action Group UK; the Brotherhood’s Social Barometer – Children’s Chances was launched; and conference delegates were moved by a DVD presentation of the Voices of Parents & Children.  The conference ended with the presentation of number of ambitious strategies to end child poverty in Australia, developed through interactive workshops earlier in the day.  Participating organisations will continue to call on Federal Government to take up the challenge and put child poverty alleviation at the top of its social policy agenda.  For more information about the conference go to www.bsl.org.au.

( Australia’s Welfare 2005
Australia’s Welfare 2005 was launched at the Australian Institute of Health & Welfare’s (AIHW) conference in Canberra on 30 November. This comprehensive report is the seventh biennial report of AIHW, Australia’s national health and welfare statistics and information agency.  The comprehensive report is available to purchase for $55 or can be viewed on line at no cost.  http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/10186.

( Council News
Resignation: Bob Pahl has resigned from the Council to take up a new position as CEO with Civic Solutions in Brisbane. The Council has greatly appreciated Bob’s commitment to the Anglicare Australia network, in particular for his work as honorary treasurer over nine months, and for the mammoth job of coordinating the Rockhampton input into the national Anglicare conference.  We wish him every success in his new position.  Congratulations Bob!  Chris Jones has agreed to (once again) taken up the position of treasurer – thanks Chris. 

Appellate Tribunal:  At the last Council meeting a review of priorities and tasks for 2005 was undertaken. Discussion also occurred on the relationship of Anglicare Australia with the wider church. In light of these discussions, the Council agreed not to participate further in the Appellate Tribunal process in relation to the ordination of women as Bishops. 

Senate Inquiry Report on the inquiry into children in institutional care: The Forgotten Australians: The Government’s response to the Inquiry Report was tabled on 10 November (see http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/clac_ctte/inst_care/gov_response/gov_response.pdf).   The Council will discuss the response at its February meeting.  Your input is welcome – please email Sue with your comments (sue.leppert@anglicare.asn.au).

2006 Diary Dates:
· 3 April: The Anglicare Australia network CEOs Forum will be hosted by the Anglican Community Services Commission (Anglicare/St Luke’s) in Brisbane.  More information coming early in the year.

· Mid-May: Proposed launch of State of the Family 2006.
· 23 – 26 September: The National Anglicare Conference will be held in the Nation’s Capital, Canberra. Our hosts will be Anglicare Canberra & Goulburn.

The Anglicare Australia national office will be closed from c.o.b. 23 December 2005 until 3 January 2006.
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