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Anglicare Australia

Anglicare Australia is a network of over 40 independent local, state, national and international organisations that
are linked to the Anglican Church and are joined by values of service, innovation, leadership and the Christian
faith that every individual has intrinsic value. Our services are delivered to one in 40 Australians, in partnership
with them, the communities in which they live, and other like-minded organisations in those areas. In all, over
12,000 staff and almost 7,800 volunteers work with over 930,000 vulnerable Australians every year delivering
diverse services, in every region of Australia.
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Executive Summary

Each year Anglicare Australia conducts the Rental Affordability Snapshot. Developed by the Social Action
Research Centre at Anglicare Tasmania in 2007, it was designed to highlight the lived experience of people
looking for housing while in receipt of a low income. This is the 7™ year it has been carried out on a national level.

Anglicare Australia believes that acquiring a secure and suitable home is a significant factor in ensuring the
health, wellbeing and inclusion of individuals and their families in our community. Affordable and appropriate
housing does not only provide a physical structure to house its occupants, it also enables individuals to make use
of their inherent potential to participate meaningfully in their personal and social lives. This includes getting an
education, engaging in the job market, caring for family members, and building friendships and relationships.

The results of the Rental Affordability Snapshot show how difficult it is for people on low incomes to secure
accommodation, without being in a position of housing stress. The severe financial hardship associated with
meeting the cost of rental accommodation leaves many families on low incomes with the difficult decision of
choosing between basic necessities such as paying bills, buying food, seeing a doctor, or paying the rent.

Anglicare agencies have consistently identified addressing the lack of affordable housing as a key step in
overcoming the level of disadvantage experienced by their service users. The 2016 Rental Affordability Snapshot
shows us that now, more than ever, we need a national plan to address housing affordability. This means a
serious commitment to reforming the current tax system, insuring the supply of housing is better matched to
people’s needs, and growing the supply of social housing.

For the purposes of this project, a suitable rental is one which took up less than 30% of the household’s income, a
commonly used benchmark of affordability.' Household incomes are derived from the maximum rate of
Centrelink pensions, allowances or net minimum wage combined with the Commonwealth Rent Assistance
(CRA) and Family Tax Benefits (FTB) where applicable.

The Snapshot was undertaken on the weekend of 2-3 April 2016. This year, we have again partnered with REA
Group (who operate the realestate.com.au website) to collect data on rental listings across Australia.

Nationally, over 75,400 properties were surveyed (n=75,410). The coverage of the population and geographic
area is similar to previous Snapshots.

Despite an increase in properties surveyed this year, the 2016 Snapshot highlights people on low incomes, such
as government payments and the minimum wage, are struggling to compete in the Australian rental market.

' Australian Bureau of Statistics (2001), Measuring Wellbeing: Frameworks for Australian Social Statistics, 2001, Canberra, cat No. 4160.0,
viewed 18 April 2016.

.


http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/E07179C5CE8AFEDCCA2571B70011A672?opendocument

AFFORDABILITY
SNAPSHOT

The primary findings of the nationally aggregated data are:

Overall national aggregate

G
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Q)

Q)

Affordable rentals were extremely limited for a single person living on any government payment.
Singles living on an Age Pension could afford 2.1% of the listed 75,410 properties surveyed. Singles
living on the Disability Support Pension could afford 0.5% of the total properties. Singles living on
Newstart and Youth Allowance could afford less than 0.1% of properties listed in the Snapshot
catchment area.

Single people on minimum wage would find 4.7% of listed properties suitable if they had two children
(n=3,526) and 5.3% if they were living on their own (n=3,962).

Couples in work fare better in the rental market, with 26.2% of properties suitable for a couple with two
children on minimum wage (n=19,736). The same family composition on Newstart would have access to
only 1.9% of the available listing (n=1457).

Age Pensioner couples would find 4.3% of properties suitable (n=3,253) on the Snapshot weekend.

Couple income households with one parent on minimum wage and another on parenting payment
would have access to 8.9% of rental properties (n=6,684) without experiencing housing stress.

Regional aggregate
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Regional areas are too expensive for single people living on an income support payment, especially for
people living on Newstart who would have access to only 15 suitable properties out of the 18,103
regional properties surveyed. There were no properties in the regional areas surveyed by the Snapshot
that would be affordable for a Youth Allowance recipient.

Single parents with one child on Parenting Payment would find 5.6% of rentals suitable (n=1,007), while
single parents with one child on Newstart would only find 0.9% of rentals suitable (n=164).

Securing affordable rental accommodation is marginally more achievable for individuals living on a
minimum wage, depending on whether they are single (10.0%, n=1,813) or have children (16.7%,
n=3,023) and therefore have access to Family Tax Benefit A and B.

Couples with two children on minimum wage would have access to almost 1 in 2 regional rental
properties (45.7%; n=8,281). The same family composition receiving Newstart would have access to only
7.3% of regional properties (n=1,323). Age Pension couples would find 15.4% of rentals suitable
(n=2,796).

A couple household with one parent on minimum wage and another on Parenting Payment would have
access to 26.3% of rental properties (n=4,764) in regional areas

Metropolitan aggregate
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