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Case Study 
Tim and Kay already had two children removed 

 

Caring and loving relationship 
 

Long history of mental health issues for both, which had been managed with 
substance misuse 
 

Used ICE daily, and occasionally marijuana well into the second trimester of 
pregnancy 
 

Unborn notification made to Child Protection 
 

Daughter was removed by Child Protection 8 days after birth and placed in Out of 
Home Care     



Background 

AOD Services Vs Child Protection  
 

 

 Adult focused Vs Child focused 

 

 

 

 
 

 Harm minimisation Vs Abstinence  

 General lack of understanding of each other fields 
 



 Background Continued 

 

In the 2017-2018 Victorian State budget, allocated $17 million to 

additional AOD treatment services for parents, to help them 

address their problematic AOD use within the family reunification 

time limits outlined in the Children Youth and Families Act 2005. 
 
 



Program Outline 

 

Intake and Assessment, Counselling, and Case Management 

 

Provide court reports on recovery and parenting capacity  

 

The parent is our client, however the child’s best interests are our 
primary concern 

 

But at Anglicare Victoria, we like to do more. So it occurred to us, 
that we have the knowledge to merge two of our programs to really 
wrap around and support parents to regain custody of their 
children…..  



The Marriage 

AOD and Family 
Services 

 

Individual strengths 
 



Evidence and Outcome Based 

AOD Component 

 Orima  

Session Rating Scales 

 

Family Component 

 Signs of Safety  









Challenges 

Conflicting orders - Forensic/corrections orders requiring 
involvement in programs outside of FRO 

 

Low referral rates or limited information included in the referrals  

 

Confusion around whether the program is voluntary of mandated 

 

Client engagement 

 

 

 



Successes 

 

8 parents have reduced their AOD use to a moderate degree 

  

16 have reduced their use to a significant degree or are now 
abstinent 

 

8 parents have move from having supervised to unsupervised 
contact 

 

10 families have been reunified 

 



Questions 


